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A Tiny Non-Profit Newsroom
Making an Outsized Impact

OUR STORY is the quintessential media story of our time. We are a tiny non-profit trying

u n
o u r M I ss I o n to cover the biggest story in history. Why? Because traditional media, facing economic
hardship, have fallen away from covering climate change and energy just when our
InsideClimate News is a Pulitzer prize-winning, non-profit, non-partisan society needs it most.
news organization that covers clean energy, carbon energy, nuclear energy
and environmental science — plus the territory in between where law, InsideClimate News was started on a shoestring as a blog in 2007. Our aim was to elevate
policy and public opinion are shaped. the public discourse on a terribly misunderstood and poorly reported subject and hold

leaders in government, industry and activism accountable for solutions.
Our mission is to produce clear, objective stories that give the public and
decision-makers the information they need to navigate the heat and emotion We began by reporting on the emerging business case for climate action. This wasn’t
of climate and energy debates. controversial at the time. Major corporations were engaged with both political parties
to meet the challenge of global warming with comprehensive federal legislation. Every
president beginning with George H.W. Bush vowed to lead the world to solve the problem.

The momentum crashed and burned. In Copenhagen in 2009, a global climate pact
crumbled; in Washington in 2010 a long-awaited federal climate law failed. The free

I C N by t h e N um be rs G I‘OWt h i n Tra ffi C market recoiled from accountability for the consequences of carbon pollution.

This dovetailed with another threat to the fundamental health of our democracy. The
media industry began to buckle under pressure to survive in the Internet age, with
widespread shutdowns and massive layoffs. Fewer environmental and science reporters
were left to tackle the issue of the rapidly changing climate and its widespread implications.
1,460,304
ICN jumped into this yawning gap in the media landscape, a tiny player seeking a big
impact. Then, in 2013 we won the Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting. It was a
subsecribers S groundbreaking moment, transformative — like being struck by lightning. The recognition
Pulitzer win helped propel our start-up into a thriving news operation of 14 people.

16,772

We are striving to keep pace with these developments. In 2014, we detached from our
fiscal sponsor that had incubated us, and we became our own non-profit with our own

44.4K board of directors. An ambitious strategic plan has us off to a roaring start in 2015. We
Twitter f.ol lowers 904,313 3;6; Lidfr(s)irgkning our website and investing in audience development to improve the reach

{

Our journalism continues to think big. Watch for our coverage of the road to the UN

climate talks in Paris in December; the evolving regulatory agenda on carbon emissions;
ongoing fights over fracking, pipelines, oil trains and coal terminals; climate science and
extreme weather; the growth of the clean energy economy; the carbon budget and fossil-
fuel divestment. Also look for installments of an ongoing project on climate accountability.

618,353
16,000 i

Facebook likes

831,065

ICN has come a long way from our modest beginnings, but challenges remain in supporting
and expanding our work. Philanthropy, able to prioritize social over monetary returns
on investment, has almost singlehandedly funded us, but we are working to diversify our
sources of revenue. We hope to match every philanthropic dollar with one from another
source so we can double in size and come to full scale. We are building sustainably, to

400+ serve the public interest for decades to come
individual donors M121314  M11213'14 11213 14 P )

USERS  SESSIONS \E)IéS\/ES The need for our work has never been greater and we’re just getting started.
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David Sassoon
Founder and Publisher, InsideClimate News
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from “In Fracking’s Wake”

from “Meltdown - Terror at the Top of the World”

Our Most Important Stories from “Boom: North America’s

Explosive Oil-by-Rail Problem”
with The Weather Channel

Fracking Boom Spews Toxic Air Emissions on Texas Residents « The Most Influential Climate Science Paper Today Remains Unknown to Most People « China’s Plan to Clean Up Air in Cities Will Doom the Climate, Scientists Say * Infographic: A Field Guide to the U.S. Environmental Movement
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http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20140218/fracking-boom-spews-toxic-air-emissions-texas-residents-condensed-version
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ICN's Place in the National Media Landscape

Journalism is a collective, collaborative enterprise, an
endless civic discussion on public display. News
organizations compete with each other but form a
common enterprise. Together, they work to cover all
the angles of a complex story like climate change. In
the seven years we have been publishing, ICN has
become an important fixture in this landscape. We may
be small, but we are a big part of the conversation.

Our focus is the story of the century. To borrow from
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., it revolves around the central
questions of whether, and how quickly, the arc of free
market economic prosperity will bend toward global
environmental justice.

We have collaborated with other news organizations on
stories about regulation and policy, pipeline ruptures
and toxic pollution, aquifers and unconventional fuels,

fracking and exports, clean energy and job creation,
parts per million of CO2 and science, and more.

We've started vital conversations; we’ve continued others
that our colleagues started; and we’ve corrected many
that had been debased through misinformation
campaigns. This is no small task, because many powerful
interests fund those campaigns and the media available
to challenge them has been shrinking.

We are sure we've been a great help to our colleagues
at newsrooms around the country, where cuts have left
many publications with no one to even cover the beat.

We have elevated the discourse and enlarged the
dialogue, seeking to do what journalists have always
done: demand accountability. And with this story, the
stakes could not be higher.

Our Media Partners

InsideClimate News partners with other media organizations
to enhance distribution of our work, to collaborate on
investigations, and to produce video documentaries.
They include:

Bloomberg | gfiiwes 4

THE MCcCLATCHY COMPANY
Since 1857

Aflricay Waghigron

The
Weather
Channel

The Dilbit Disaster: Inside The Biggest Oil Spill You've Never Heard Of « Ex-Soldiers Recruited by U.S. Utilities for Clean Energy Jobs é
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Our Awards

Association of Health
Care Journalists

EPPY Awards, Editor and
Publisher Magazine

Deadline Club of the
Society of Professional
Journalists

Pulitzer Prize

Rachel Carson Environment
Book Awards, The Society
of Environmental
Journalists

Deadline Club of the
Society of Professional
Journalists

John B. Oakes Award for
Distinguished
Environmental Journalism

Scripps Howard Awards

James Aronson Award

Society of Professional
Journalists, San Diego
Pro Chapter

Pulitzer Prize =
for National Reporting

First Place
Category: Investigative
(large)

First Place

Category: Best
Investigative/Enterprise
Feature on a Website

First Place
Category: Independent
Digital Media

Winner
Category: National Reporting

First Place

First Place
Category: Reporting by
Independent Digital Media

Honorable Mention

Finalist
Category: Environmental
Reporting

Winner
Category: Social Justice
Journalism

First Place
Category:Daily Reporting
and Writing

.2012
HOWA

National Joumnalism Competition
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“Big Oil, Bad Air”

by Lisa Song and Dave
Hasemyer

(Partners: Center for Public
Integrity and The Weather
Channel)

“Bloomberg’s Hidden
Legacy: Climate Change
and the Future of New York
City”

by Katherine Bagley and
Maria Gallucci

“The Dilbit Disaster”
by Elizabeth McGowan, Lisa
Song and Dave Hasemyer

“Nation’s First Tar Sands Mine
Stirs Water, Environmental
Fears Out West”

by Dave Hasemyer

EDITOR&PUBLISHER-
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http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20120626/dilbit-diluted-bitumen-enbridge-kalamazoo-river-marshall-michigan-oil-spill-6b-pipeline-epa
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Our Media Appearances

ICN reporters are frequently invited to discuss their stories on radio and television,
or contribute to print publications. Here are some highlights of ICN in the news:

The World (PRI)

ICN reporter John H. Cushman, Jr.
discusses the Keystone XL pipeline
project.

FULL EPISODE! gnmsnbc

The Rachel Maddow Show (MSNBC)
ICN reporter Elizabeth Douglass discusses a
spike in pipeline ruptures.

The New York Times
ICN Publisher David Sassoon authors an op-ed about
the dangers of transporting diluted bitumen.

WBEZ (Chicago Public Radio)
ICN reporter Elizabeth Douglass speaks KUT (Austin Public Radio)
a}?ogt Amecrllgas $3Fb|II(|jon commitment to ICN reporter Dave Hasemyer K U T
the Green Climate Fund. discusses Texas regulators who
lost their jobs for enforcing the 90.5FM
rules.

The Washington Post
B ICN Publisher David Sassoon talks about his

online showdown with the Koch Brothers.

@he Washington Post

/REPORT Capital New York

v ICN is cited as a case study
in the surge in non-profit
journalism.

The Takeaway
ICN reporter Zahra Hirji discusses
local fracking bans in New York State.

The Colbert Report
Publisher David Sassoon holds
his own discussing ICN’s Pulitzer
Prize with Stephen Colbert.

Living on Earth DEM 0 cnncv

ICN reporter Elizabeth Douglass speaks
about the divestment movement.
[

T he DEMOCRACYNOW.ORG
1ving on eart

P BS @ Democracy Now
PBS NewsHour ICN reporter Sabrina Shankman

ICN reporter Katherine Bagley discusses speaks abOLI‘t tEe melting Arctic and
Michael Bloomberg's climate leadership. SEng] pelEl 2EerE:

The Brian Lehrer Show w m .I E
(WNYC - New York City Public Radio)
ICN reporter Lisa Song speaks with -

Brian Lehrer about toxic air pollution
produced by fracking.

The Leonard Lopate Show (WNYC)
ICN reporters Katherine Bagley and Maria Gallucci
talk about Michael Bloomberg’s climate legacy.

Grist

. ICN reporters Katherine Bagley
and Maria Gallucci’s book about
NYC Mayor Michael Bloomberg's
3]

climate record is reviewed.

WHY\§

WHYY Public Media
Senior ICN reporter John H. Cushman, Jr. speaks

American Press Institute about regulation of power plant emissions.

Publisher David Sassoon answers ten
questions about ICN’s content and strategy.

Columbia Journalism Review
ICN is profiled for its work reporting on the
Kalamazoo oil spill, which “led the pack.”

Scientific American

ICN graphic artist Paul Horn had his
infographics on fracking and air
pollution republished.

Why Bigger Snowstorms Come With Global Warming « Inside the Exxon Oil Spill in Arkansas « Documents Reveal Fossil Fuel Fingerprints on Contrarian Climate Research « Oil Sands Mining Uses Up Almost as Much Energy as It Produces « New York Times Dismantles Its Environment Desk
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http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20150127/why-bigger-snowstorms-come-global-warming
http://insideclimatenews.org/exxon-oil-spill-arkansas
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/21022015/documents-reveal-fossil-fuel-fingerprints-contrarian-climate-research-willie-soon-harvard-smithsonian-koch-exxon-southern-company
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http://www.democracynow.org/2014/11/17/terror_at_the_top_of_the
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http://grist.org/cities/michael-bloomberg-and-the-making-of-he-worlds-greenest-mayor/
http://whyy.org/cms/radiotimes/2013/10/23/an-update-on-the-ins-and-outs-of-the-environmental-protection-agency/
http://www.americanpressinstitute.org/publications/good-questions/ten-questions-david-sassoon-insideclimate-news/#.UYux-KuiW1I.twitter
http://www.cjr.org/the_observatory/michigan_oil_spill_kalamazoo_r.php?page=1
http://blogs.scientificamerican.com/plugged-in/2014/02/18/texas-understanding-of-eagle-ford-shales-impact-on-air-quality/
http://www.thetakeaway.org/story/towns-across-us-make-their-cases-against-fracking/
http://www.pri.org/stories/2015-02-26/president-obamas-veto-isnt-end-keystone-xl-story
http://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/watch/more-pipeline-failures-bespoil-upper-midwest-388019779830
http://www.nytimes.com/2012/08/21/opinion/the-dangers-of-diluted-bitumen-oil.html?_r=0
https://soundcloud.com/kutnews/report-oil-and-gas-inspectors-fired-for-doing-their-jobs
https://soundcloud.com/wbez-worldview/us-announces-contribution-to-green-climate-fund
http://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/billionaire-koch-brothers-use-web-to-take-on-media-reports-they-dispute/2013/07/14/6a0953a0-e5b5-11e2-a11e-c2ea876a8f30_story.html
http://thecolbertreport.cc.com/videos/irj43w/david-sassoon
http://www.capitalnewyork.com/article/magazine/2014/07/8548086/journalism%E2%80%99s-nonprofit-surge

ICN Staff

David Sassoon

Founder and Publisher

David Sassoon is the founder and publisher of InsideClimate News. He
has been a writer, editor and publisher for 25 years, involved with public
interest issues: human rights, cultural preservation, healthcare, education
and the environment. He earned his undergraduate degree from
Harvard University and a master’s degree from Columbia University’s
Graduate School of Journalism.

Sabrina Shankman

Reporter and Producer

Sabrina Shankman is a producer and
reporter for InsideClimate News. She joined
InsideClimate in the fall of 2013, after
helping produce documentaries and
interactives for the PBS show “Frontline”
since 2010. Prior to working with Frontline,

Naveena Sadasivam
Researcher & Reporter

With Drought Season Off to a Bad Start, Scientists Forecast Another Bleak Year « GOP Not Listening to Its Own Scientists on Climate Chgn

Shankman reported for ProPublica, The

/ Wall Street Journal and the Associated Naveena Sz_adasivam i,S areporter co_v_er@ng
~N N e antnan hows a master » degree N Sheworteed at Propublics whire she
Stacy Feldman Lynn Zinser i(ilr?nlil(iisgerkeley s Graduate School of wrote about fracking and water issues.
Executive Editor Audience Engagement Editor ) Sadasivam’s work has also appeared in
Stacy Feldman is co-founder, executive editor Lynn Zinser is the audience engagement Scientific American, Scienceline.org and
and occasional reporter for InsideClimate editor for InsideClimate News. Before OnEarth. She has a degree in chemical
News. From 2008-2010, she was its energy joining ICN in 2015, she spent 11 years as Elizabeth Douglass engineering and a master’s degree in
reporter and foreign editor, reporting an editor, reporter and producer for The Reporter environmental reporting from NYU.
extensively on clean energy technologies, New York Times. She has also worked as Elizabeth Douglass writes about energy
forestry issues and the United Nations a reporter for several other newspapers, for InsideClimate News. She has more than
ggrlr(l)atg clgange ﬁlegotiations ind2009 and including The Star-Ledger in Newark, the two decades of experience as a business
2010. Feldman has a master’s egree in Colorado Springs Gazette, the Philadelphia writer at daily newspapers, including a 10-
1nternat}ona1 affairs from Columbia Daily News, the Chquotte Obseryer and year stint at the Los Angeles Times, where BAUISeI r)w( g?gg,z Iggg(e)rg Associate
University. Memphis Commercial Appeal. Zinser has she spent the last half of her tenure covering Alex Wood ioined ICN in November 2014
/ % degree in journalism from Syracuse energy. She holds a bachelor and master’s to enhance Jthe organization’s fundraising
~N\ niversity. ) gfeggﬁfsfz (l)lr(l)loll\l(())fr }gmensatlﬁrsﬁlljmver sity’s efforts_. He has experience in non-profit
John H. Cushman. Jr : funglralslqg and development at the Drug
Reporter . s JI. ~ Pofhcy Alhanee, éhe !ez}&llm[gj (ér%% p(()ih}fy1 1
. , . reform organization in the U.S. Wood holds
Jack Cushman is the author of ICN’s David Hasemyer . a bachelor’s degree in urban studies from
Carbon Copy blog and “Keystone and Reporter Katherine Bagley The New School in New York City.
Beyond:_Tar Sands and :Lhe National . David Hasemyer co-authored “The Dilbit Reporter '
Interest in the Era of Climate Change. Disaster” which won the 2013 Pulitzer Prize Katherine Bagley is a reporter for
Before joining ICN, he was a writer and for National Reporting. Prior to joining InsideClimate News who covers the
editor with the Washington bureau of The InsideClimate News, he was a freelance intersection of environmental science, Paul Horn
New Y"d’k lfszs Slnﬁhlw& where h‘: journalist. He also had an award-winning politics and policy, with an emphasis on Graphics Journalist
3(1)1‘1{?;6 tllcellgleiln?c (?rllla dmeilfigtvrl; ?igﬁ?lle tenure at The San Diego Union-Tribune as climate change. She is CO-é}‘llthOF of the’ Paul Horn has been supporting ICN
g an investigative reporter. Hasemyer holds InsideClimate News book “Bloomberg’s ’ stories with i i
served on the board of overnors of the > ort > - e reporters’ stories with infographics, locator
. goverl ) abachelor’s degree in journalism from San Hidden Legacy: Climate Change and the maps, charts and diagrams since 2012. He
National Press Club and was its president Diego State University. Future of New York City” and winner of bring: d-winning. 25- die
in 2000. He has taught brief courses in ) the Deadline Club’s Award for Reporting TINgS an award-winning, o-year pedigree
media and environmental law at the by Independent Digital Media to the table, featuring long tenures at Reno
Vermont Law School. . Gazette-Journal, The San Diego Union-
Y, ) Tribune, Copley News Service/Creators
Lisa Song Syndicate and Infographic World.
™\ Reporter I
Neela Banerjee }Jisa Song joined IqsideClimate N ews in %::)I?)r'?e rH i
Reporter anuary 2011. She isa co—_author of “The Zahra Hirii i tcheall d climat
Neela B ee is 2 Washi based Dilbit Disaster” series, which won the 2013 ra Hirji is a catch-all energy and climate
eela Banerjee is a Washington-base Pulitzer Prize for National Reporting. She reporter for InsideClimate News.
reporter for ICN. Before joining ICN, she previously worked as a freelancer. Previously, her work has been featured in
spent four years as the energy and contributing to High Country News a mix of online and print publications,
environ mental reporter for the Los Angeles Scientific American and New Scientist Song including Brown’s alumni magazine,
Times’ Washington bureau. Banerjee has has degrees in environmental science and Discovery News and EARTH magazine. She
also covered global energy and the Iraq science writing from the Massachusetts has a master’s degree in science writing
War for The New York Times. Banerjee has Institute of Technology. from the Massachusetts Institute of
a degree from Yale and grew up mostly in ' Y, Technology and a bachelor of arts in
south Louisiana. y geological sciences from Brown University.
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http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20130328/drought-season-bad-start-scientists-forecast-another-bleak-year
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20120221/republicans-santorum-romney-gingrich-climate-scientists-scientific-consensus-skeptics-kerry-emanuel
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20130114/new-york-times-dismantles-environmental-desk-climate-change-global-warming-journalism-newspapers-hurricane-sandy
http://insideclimatenews.org/news/20120815/nuclear-power-plants-energy-nrc-drought-weather-heat-water

Allocation of Funds
How we spent $961,152 in 2014:

Program Fundraising Management

7% 6%

Allocation percentages as per audited financial statements through December 31,2014

Where We Are What We’re Aiming For

Revenue in 2014 : Goals for Future Revenue

Online Collaborations ' Collaborations
Corporate Donors and Syndications ' and Syndications

Sponsors 3% 2% ' 4%
2% / ;
Individual '

Donors

5%

Individual
Donors

20%

ICN is grateful for contributions

from the following individuals
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Gail Addiss
Rosemarie Africa
Roger Aiken
Annamaria Amenta
Margot Ammidown
Christine Andrews
Paul Antze

Harry Applin
Barbara Apstein
James Arneberg
Holley Atkinson
Keith Augusto
Brian Averill
Cynthia Bagley
Teresa Baker
Samuel Baker
Nancy Balogh
Ray Bellamy
Remington Below
Rob Benjamin
Glen Besa

Marc Beyeler
Frederick Bialy
Linda Bishop
Tina Bizaj

Jeffrey Blaugrund
Nancy Borgeson
George Bossers
‘Wayne Boucher
Bart Bouricius
Amy Bouska
Kristen Boysen
Gretchen Bratvold
Thomas Brewer
Brooks Bridges
Susan Brillante

Jo Brooks
Barbara Brower
Michael Brown
John Brown
Jeanne Brown
Charles Brown
Peter Bull
Malvina Bush
John Byrd
Cathleen Campbell
Carol Casey
Francine Cella
John Cerveny
Moises Chame
Wei-Ting Chen
James Chesky
Amy Cilimburg
Virginia Clarke

Rachel and Steven Coates

Terry Cohen
Michael Colonno
Emily Conger
Donna Connor
Jane Connor
Robert Corkran
Cathy Cramer
Judy Creason
Carol Fern Culhane
Patricia Curtis
Jonathan Davie
Al Davis
Anthony Davis
Sonya Daw

Bob de Haas
Alec de Selliers
Dian Deevey

ICN Supporters
(contributing $10 - $100)

Mary Jo DelLavan
Henry DeNicola
Daniel Disegni
David Doniger
Bette Druck

Helen Dubois

Jay Dumont
Sharon Dunwoody
Diane Edge
Roxanne Elder
Roger Ellingson
Lawrence Ellis
David Engel

Mindy Engle Friedman
Carol Epp
Suzannah Evans
Arland Eyl

Dan Fagin

John Farley

Rachel Feder
Lowell Finley
Audrey Fisher
Elaine M Fite

John Flack
Hermann Flaschka
Martha Fleischman
Dick Fleming
Michael Fletcher
Amy Fontaine
Allen Franz

Sharon Freidman
Leonard H. Fremont
Dorie Gallagher
Peter Galvin

Don Garczewski
Priscilla Garrett
Vicki L Geehan
Rosalie Genevro
Constance Gill
Linda Gillaspy

Pat Ginsbach
Daniela Gioseffi
Barry Goetz
Kathleen M Goforth
Sarah Goldstein
Daniel Greenwood
LE Groux

Rebecca Halbrook
Ann Hallowell
Caroline Hancock
Bruce Hanson
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“..The outlet has grown into a bastion of investigative
reporting with a long institutional memory, following
up on stories that the rest of the attention-deficit-
disordered media has either ignored or forgotten
about.”

—Columbia Journalism Review

“Some observers suggested that [ICN’s] Pulitzer
was a statement of sorts by the five judges that
selected the national reporting winner — a way to
support both aggressive coverage of the subject
matter and the thrifty way InsideClimate News goes
about it.”

—The New York Times

“Their great work offers hope that even as the
fortunes of the mainstream media wax and
wane.....good journalism will always be with us.”

—Time Magazine

“It’s possible that small operations watching niche
markets could change the news as much as craigslist,
Google, online advertising, and instant access to
news [have]...This little company could embody the
future of investigative journalism: small, lean, and
totally focused.”

—EContent

“Too few mainstream news outlets take climate
change seriously, approach it knowledgeably, or
cover it on an ongoing basis. InsideClimate News
has stepped into that void, bringing old-fashioned
journalistic values to bear on the 21st century’s most
important story.”

—David Roberts
Grist

“I read many climate news services, but I learn a
great deal that is new, and often disturbing, in
InsideClimate News. Its coverage is uncommonly
deep and specific.”

—Michael B. Gerrard, Director
Center for Climate Change Law
Columbia Law School

“These guys do serious work seriously well. They
break stories, provide context — and the information
they uncover powers campaigns.”

—Bill McKibben
Journalist, author, activist
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